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of the people maintained ; and by which increase of
trade and people the present growing prosperity of
this nation is produced.

The whole glory and greatness of England then
being thus raised by trade, it must be unaccountable
folly and ignorance in us to lessen that one article in
our own esteem, which is the only fountain from
whence we all, take us as a nation, are raised, and
by which we are enriched and maintained. The
Scripture says, speaking of the riches and glory of
the city of Tyre, which was indeed at that time the
great port or emporium of the world for foreign
commerce, from whence all the silks and fine manu-
factures of Persia and India were exported all over
the western world, that her merchants were princes,
and in another place, by thy traffic thou hast in-
creased thy riches, Ezek. xxviii. 5. Certain it is,
that our traffic has increased our riches; and it is
also certain, that the flourishing of our manufacture
is the foundation of all our traffic, as well our
merchandise as our inland trade.

The inland trade of England is a thing not easily
described; it would, in a word, take up a whole
book by itself; it is the foundation of our wealth
and greatness; it is the support of all our foreign
trade, and of our manufacturing; and as I have
hitherto written of the tradesmen who carry it on,
I shall proceed with a brief discourse of the trade
itself.